
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kia ora koutou and welcome to our final newsletter for the term!  
 
It’s safe to say it’s been a bit of a marathon getting to the finish line this time around, with so many bugs 
doing the rounds and plenty of tired little faces ready for a proper rest. With just one week to go, 
everyone is counting down to next Friday and looking forward to sleeping in, slowing down, and shaking 
off the winter illnesses.  
 
Prayers for our school 
 
We warmly invite our school and parish community to join us in keeping the search for our new Principal 
in your thoughts and prayers. As our Board of Trustees and Proprietor navigate this important 
appointment process, we ask for your prayers that those involved are granted wisdom, discernment, 
and clarity. Please pray that the right leader is drawn to our school, someone with the vision and heart 
to uphold our special Catholic character, inspire our tamariki, and walk alongside our staff and whānau. 
 
Community Survey 
 
It is the time of year that we offer you an opportunity to be involved in the future direction and 
development of our school. We encourage you to add comments which will help us gain a better 
understanding of your thoughts and feedback. Our Board of Trustees do use your feedback as we form 
our strategic plan for the following year. 
 
Answer a little or answer a lot!  
Answer some or answer all!  
Pick and choose what you would like us to know. 
 
https://forms.gle/7pWF6MtEZspzYGaq8 
 
We use the framework of: 
KEEP: What do we currently have or do that we want to keep doing because of the benefits to our 
students, school and community? 
STOP: What do we currently have or do that we want to eliminate or stop doing because they don't 
benefit our students, school and community? 
START: What do we currently not have or not do that we want to achieve or get up and running because 
it will benefit our students, school and community? 
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Changing of the guard in Room 4. 
 
Next Term we see a change in teacher for Room 4. We wish Mrs Tammy Forsyth the very best as she 
prepares for the birth of her second child. We welcome back our amazing Mrs Amanda Calver who is 
returning after giving birth to young Luca. We could not have timed the planning any better! 
 
Lunch options  
 
You can order lunch for your child/ren on a Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  
 
Are you aware that we have My Kindo operating in our school?  I have put some screen shots below to 
show you where you can access the ordering. There are many different options from each place to cater 
for all different tastes.    
 
Go to the Playstore for the app and log in to our school. 
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Vaping 
 
Can I please remind you that we are a smoke and vape free school.  
 
Holiday Contact 
 
Ivy monitors the phone over the holidays so if you have anything urgent please leave a message and she 
will get back to you. She will be on site Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of the second week from 9am 
to 1pm.  
 
 
 

Save your Teddy!                
 
 
Get ready for Save Your Teddy Day 2026! A day to promote CPR awareness.  
 
Save Your Teddy Day is aimed at children of all ages! It only takes two hands to save a life! 
 
This October, we will be participating in Save Your Teddy Day and empower your tamariki by learning 
basic CPR skills. They get hands-on practice with their favourite teddy or soft toy at school, this builds 
awareness in children on the actions to take in a cardiac arrest and could help save a life through 
practice and sharing their learning with friends and whānau. 
  
What's involved?  
 
We will be asking children to bring a teddy, soft toy or cushion to school for CPR practice. 
  
We will be holding this in Week 2 of Term 4. We will let you know of the details closer to the time. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



Health, safety and wellbeing 

 

Online GP care now free for ākonga 13 and under 

 

You may wish to share the information below with your school community. 

  

With health services experiencing high demand, online GP care is an option for accessing care and the service 

is now free for all ākonga up to, and including, the age of 13. 

  

Appointments usually take place through a video app or a phone call and the service can prescribe medicine 

and send prescriptions to your nearest pharmacy. It also provides another care option for rural communities. 

  

To learn more visit Online GP care: 

  

Online GP care – Health New Zealand 

  

You can also find out more here: 

  

Care options for you and your whānau [PDF, 498 KB] 
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us.list-2Dmanage.com_VToThfgnAYG-3Fe-3Da046ca90a5-26c2id-3Dfcd1ebf4d8a9019d5121782db76f122a&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=n_L32hQBp7wtPu6sLphTepzlNgBIlehCP9zJKIB6YGY&m=OZSQ3gYYr1-v36MIDY4lY0wxrzIARaj-tGhE6sg78MmFZZDUwmsTxCx6NnFd_h4n&s=qI3bT4Ps4WQFnihGTfEIv0hAZCzDeXx7rD9I6jGzj-c&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us.list-2Dmanage.com_VbgQgpXepNd-3Fe-3Da046ca90a5-26c2id-3Dfcd1ebf4d8a9019d5121782db76f122a&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=n_L32hQBp7wtPu6sLphTepzlNgBIlehCP9zJKIB6YGY&m=OZSQ3gYYr1-v36MIDY4lY0wxrzIARaj-tGhE6sg78MmFZZDUwmsTxCx6NnFd_h4n&s=o6656zMf7BxULPD9cH6HCw1TFzBNc8W2YTZi7lzl3p0&e=


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 4  
Monday, 12th October to End of Term 14th December 
Monday 12th October Powhiri 10am  
Thursday 15th October Year 5 & 6 Camp parent meeting 5pm 
Friday 16th October Year 7 & 8 Athletics Day 
Monday 19th October Save your Teddy week 
Wednesday 21st October 
Thursday 22nd October 
Friday 23rd October 

Year 7 & 8 School Camp to Vertical Horizons 

Monday 26th October Labour Day – School closed 
Wednesday 28th October 
Thursday 29th October 
Friday 30th October 

Year 5 & 6 School Camp to Forest Lakes 

Friday 30th October Whanganui Intermediate Athletics 
Thursday 12th November  Super 6 Touch 
Friday 13th November Junior Fun Sports Day 
Friday 13th November Cullinane Orientation Day 
Monday 16th November Cullinane Academic Scholarship Exams 
Friday 20th November Tough Kids 
Tuesday 24th November Contributing School Athletics Day 
Sunday 29th November School Mass 
Friday 4th December School Choir Performing at New Vista Rest home and Quinlin Court 
Monday 7th December Time to Shine School Concert 5pm 
Wednesday 9th December Year 8 Graduation (to be confirmed) 
Thursday 10th December Prize Giving 5.30pm (Held at Cullinane College in their gymnasium) 
Friday 14th December Last Day of the Year… School Closes at 2pm 

Details to come regarding final Mass and the Ringing of the Bell for 
our Year 8 Leavers 

 

Dates will be updated 
as information comes 
to light. See Saw and 
Facebook will be our 
main way of letting 
you know what’s on. 



 



Who to see…  
Your child’s teacher should be the first port of call if you have any concerns or worries. They know your child 
best. If you feel you are not being heard please reach out to the Team Leader. Their role is to support their team 
to get the best for our students. 
 

Kate Linklater, our Deputy Principal, is our Special Needs Coordinator. She works closely with classroom 
teachers and Team Leaders to ensure your child is supported with their learning. 
 

Ivy Scott is your contact regarding absences, general running of the school, uniform, medical needs… the list 
goes on. Please ensure you use our app to let us know if your child is away. This saves Ivy having to ring parents 
which takes quite a bit of time. 
 

My door is always open if you need to pop in for a chat! 
 

We communicate with you through the following ways… please ensure you are able to check one or all of these 
options. 
 

Your Email 
School website www.stmarys.ac.nz  
School Facebook www.facebook.com/groups/stmarysschoolwanganui 
School App from the Google Apps / Play Store: SchoolAppsnz St Mary’s School   
 

 If you have any issues getting connected please pop in and see Ivy and she will help you. 
 

Classroom teachers will also communicate through SeeSaw. If you are having difficulty with this, contact your 
child’s teacher. 
  
Who to see…  

If you have a query or concern regarding your child, please email or see your child’s Teacher first. If you still require 

assistance, please see your child's Team Leader as follows: 

  

Junior Team 

Team Leader Dallas Limpus: dallasl@stmarys.ac.nz 

Students from the Room 1, Room 2, Room 3 

  

Room 1: dallasl@stmarys.ac.nz 

Room 2: carlas@stmarys.ac.nz  
Room 3: theresec@stmarys.ac.nz    
  

Middle Team 

Team Leader Alex Caradus: alexc@stmarys.ac.nz  

Students from Room 4, Room 5, Room 6, Room 7 

  

Room 4: tammyf@stmarys.ac.nz   
Room 5: heatherl@stmarys.ac.nz 

Room 6: sarahh@@stmarys.ac.nz  
Room 7: alexc@stmarys.ac.nz  
  

Senior Team 

Team Leader Chris Scudder: chriss@stmarys.ac.nz 

Students from Room 8, Room 9, Room 10 

 

Room 8: iank@stmarys.ac.nz  

Room 9: chriss@stmarys.ac.nz  

Room 10: nadinek@stmarys.ac.nz  
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