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We are thrilled with how quickly children have settled into learning this year.  

At the beginning of last year we trialled a new behaviour management initiative 

called the Reset Room. This has run effectively and has changed the tone in 

classrooms. In a nutshell children who are disrupting the learning are sent to the 

Reset Room to  reset, with their work. They complete their work with assistance if 

needed.  They miss their next break time as a consequence and a phone call is 

made to whanau to keep you informed. We ask that a conversation is held at 

home to support this important learning. It is a win-win as while they are in the 

reset room the teacher and the rest of the class are able to get on with their    

learning too. After that block of teaching they go back into class with a clean 

slate. We know this is making a huge impact on learners and classrooms as we 

have very few children needing this reminder a year in. 

In tandem with this we have revamped our whole school Reward System. We 

were excited to roll out our new system in Term 4 last year and after a few tweaks 

we have a reward system that is humming but more importantly reaching all    

children that turn up, day in and day out, making great choices. All children       

receive little ICIC (In Christ I Can Gospel Values), tickets for making great choices. 

Children save up their tickets and bring them to the ‘Shop’ on a Monday.  



The ‘menu’ has a great variety with plenty to choose from and it has been interesting to 

see what children select. Favourites so far are renting the chair, renting the sandpit, 

renting the playground or field and having time in the craft corner. Check out the menus! 





Reading… the benefits are massive. This we 

know! Last year we began a focus on sharing the 
joy of reading. We ran a number of events over 
the year that were designed to bring reading and 
the love of books to the front. We continue this 

journey… Our first event is on the 22nd of 
March at the Whanganui District Library. 

If you have any questions about this event please 
email Heather: heatherl@stmarys.ac.nz  





 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Can we please have a tidy up with uniform items. Our uniform represents who we 

are and it is how we show respect for our school, its values, and our own identity as 
part of the St Mary’s School community.  
 

Uniform reminders: 
 Hats: We still have a few children without hats. This is hard for them as play is 

an important part of developing great social skills. 

 Naming: this is so important! Please name your child’s uniform as this saves us 
so much time. We do not run a lost property space as we deal with items on 
the day. If they are named it is so much easier to return them to the right 
place.  

 Long hair: we require hair that is touching or below the collar to be tied up. 
This is a health and safety requirement. 

 Fringes: please ensure fringes are above the eyes or tied back. 

 Head Bands, hair clips and hair ties: please ensure these are plain navy or 
black. 

 Sandals: please keep sandals to plain black ones. Crocs, sandals with patterns 
or sparkly bits are not permitted. 

 
We really appreciate your support with this. If uniform is becoming difficult for you 
please come and see us as we do have some donated uniform that we can pass on 
to you. If you have uniform that you are happy to donate we are always grateful.  
 

Merging into the new uniform… as far as we are aware the new uniform items 
will be ready by the end of March. As soon as we have more details we will let you 
know. Remember our new uniform will phase in over the next 5 years so there is no 
pressure to change straight away.  

Our whole school Mass will 

be on Sunday 24th 
March at 9.30am.    
Students will be in full 
school uniform and will sit  
with their whanau.  As part 
of the commitment you 
made when enrolling your 
child we encourage you to 
attend.  It is so    important 
to gather as a community. 
There will be morning tea 
after Mass, if you could 
bring a plate to share that 
would be appreciated.   



We are a water only school. This means we do not allow any other drinks at school. 

Check out how much sugar is in the drinks below. These should be speical 

occassion drinks only. 





 
We need your help… 
We have a lot of bugs floating around and they are spreading. 
If your child is unwell with flu like symptoms, vomits or has   

diarrhoea you are required to keep your child home 48 hours 
after all symptoms have stopped. This is vital to contain the 

spread of illness. It is really helpful if you could ring our         
absentee line or message us using the absentee button on our 
school appto let us know if your child is going to be away.  
It saves Ivy a lot of time and it is appreciated. 



We have discovered we have a problem with children bringing and        

swapping toys. Thank you to the whanau that have brought this to our     

attention. Children are very clever at keeping this ‘underground’. We actively 
discourage students from bringing toys to school. We do this because they 
create issues, upset children and understandably upset whanau. Please      

ensure your child is not bringing toys to school. If you discover your child has 
toys that are not theirs can you please send them to school and we will     
facilitate any returns needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you are aware we are under a new Government. At the change of        
government schools go into a 100 day plan which is essentially a waiting 
time. This means schools continue as usual while the new government make 
the changes they are wanting to make. You would have heard talk in the 

news about schools being required, from Term 1 2024, to teach reading, 
writing, and maths for an average of one hour a day in each skill.  

 
The good news is that we have already been doing this so it will be business 
as usual for us. The other one you will have heard about is the banning of 

cell phones. Again, no changes required as we already have students 

handing in their phones as they arrive and pick them up on their way home. 
 
I will keep you informed as new information comes through.  
 
This year we are required to hold two staff only days for staff to attend       
Professional Development around our new curriculum. This is an important 
time for our teachers to ensure we are keeping as current as possible for your 
children’s learning. 
 

Please mark your diaries: School will be closed for instruction on the 
31st of May and the 29th of October for a Staff Only Day.   
 

Easter falls in term time this year. School is closed Friday 29th of 
March and the 1st and 2nd of April. 
 

Have a great weekend! 
 

Mā te Atua e manaaki    

Jacqui Luxton 



Who to see…  
If you have a query or concern regarding your child please email or 
see your child’s Teacher first. If you still require assistance please see 
your child's Team Leader as follows: 
 

Junior Team 
Team Leader Dallas Limpus: dallasl@stmarys.ac.nz 
Students from the JLC, Room 3 and 4 
 

JLC: dallasl@stmarys.ac.nz 
Room 3: amandab@stmarys.ac.nz  
Room 4: theresec@stmarys.ac.nz    
 

Middle Team 
Team Leader Cath Daignault: cathd@stmarys.ac.nz   
Students from Rooms 5, 6, 7 and 8 
 

Room 5: heatherl@stmarys.ac.nz 
Room 6: alexc@stmarys.ac.nz  
Room 7: tammyf@stmarys.ac.nz  
Room 8: cathd@stmarys.ac.nz   
 

Senior Team 

Team Leader Chris Scudder: chriss@stmarys.ac.nz 
Students from Rooms 9, 10 and 11 
 

Room 9: chriss@stmarys.ac.nz  
Room 10: tash@stmarys.ac.nz 
Room 11: iank@stmarys.ac.nz  
 
If you are requiring further assistance:  
Ivy: ivys@stmarys.ac.nz  
DRS: cathd@stmarys.ac.nz   
Deputy Principal: katiel@stmarys.ac.nz   
Principal: jacquil@stmarys.ac.nz  
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