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Please take the time to read our covid update carefully. It is similar to the
information I sent out earlier this week. It explains how we will identify close
contacts when the time comes. I want to reassure you that you will be kept
informed as soon as possible of a positive case in our school.
We will use email for this so please ensure you are both receiving and
checking your emails regularly.
A big change has also occurred in how we find out about a positive result.
We now rely on you notifying us of a positive result rather than us
getting it from the ministry.

After School issues: Unfortunately we are having difficulty with large
groups of children gathering at the Aramoho Shopping Centre after school.
They are making it difficult for members of the public to get around. If you
know your child gathers down there please be aware that shop owners are
getting frustrated as this is effecting their business. Although the children
are not doing anything wrong as such the number of them is intimidating.

Crossing the Road after school: As you are aware the crossing of
children after school is problematic. We have cars moving in and out of
parking spots, large numbers of children and adults crossing, a railway line
and two road crossings. When it rains it gets even more tricky.
I have noticed a large number of parents who are walking along the path
with their children and then cutting through parked cars with their children
in tow. We have already had several near misses this year.
Please only cross with your children at the main crossing. I know it is
frustrating waiting for a moment to cross but the safety of our students is
paramount.

Glass Bottles: Please ensure your child only brings a plastic or metal drink
bottle to school for their water. We have had a few glass ones and this is very
dangerous if it gets dropped.

Parent Interviews: Thank you so much with your patience regarding our
booking system. We have had a number of glitches with it. The main issue
now is it is telling you it is a phone interview. If you have booked via the
website it is a face to face interview. All other interviews, zoom or phone call,
need to be booked via the teacher’s email. Information on how to book is on
page 5 of this newsletter. Please ring Ivy if you are at all unsure.
Smart Watches: we are having difficulty with these. If your child wears a
smartwatch please go to page 7 of this newsletter.
Mā te Atua e manaaki
Jacqui Luxton

Identifying close contacts.
You will be aware that omicron is getting closer and
closer to our community. I want to reassure you that you
will be kept informed around any positive cases within
our school community. We are following processes that
are always adapting and changing depending on how
things are tracking with this virus.

We are still currently operating in our Phase 1 stage but I
suspect this will change soon.

We have had a few tweaks that have come from public health which does
change how we approach this virus. As data comes in they are learning and
adapting. These changes are around how we are notified and

identifying close contacts.

We are no longer going to be notified of positive cases from the ministry but
we will rely on you notifying us of a positive case. Families
have already been very efficient at letting us know of negative tests and that
is so appreciated. Please be assured that you will all be informed
should a positive case come through. We will be communicating
with families via email should your child be identified as a close contact. This
is a good time to ensure you are receiving regular emails from us. If you are
not receiving any emails from us please let us know your new email.
You may have seen, in the chronicle last weekend, that Whanganui High
School identified no close contacts even though their student was at school
for a whole day and a bit.
In a nutshell, they are now looking at the use of masks as the main
decider in close contacts. Public Health has identified that if the sick
person is wearing the mask it is less likely they will pass on the virus. They
have also found that wearing a mask correctly reduces the likelihood of
catching the virus significantly.
Combined with our excellent public health measures this puts us in a good
position. We are continuing to follow the guidelines for cleaning and
ventilation carefully each day.
So how does that change things for us?

who is wearing masks, wearing
them correctly and observing social distancing. These
We are making observations of

lists/observations will help determine who is considered a close contact should we
have a student who is positive with covid.
We are so impressed with how well the children have adapted to mask wearing,
however, kids are kids and sometimes things slip. To allow for this we will be

taking a cautious approach to this.

Masks should be multi layered, fit closely to the face and create a seal. Masks
should remain correctly on faces when inside ie, not under the chin or under the
nose. We are encouraging the children to wear these correctly.

Children
exempt or not wearing masks correctly will be considered close
contacts if there is a case in their classroom. Children who are
wearing theirs carefully and safely will not be close contacts.
So when identifying close contacts it will come down to individuals.

You will receive an email from me identifying if your child is a close
contact or not.

Not a close contact:

Your child is able to continue at school as normal.
You know your child best and if you feel you would like to keep them home as a
precaution we understand.

Close Contact:
Your child must isolate at home for 7 days after the last known contact

with the positive case. The day you are told of a positive contact is counted as day
0.
They must get a test on day 5.
If your child returns a negative test they can return on day 8.
If your child has not received their result by day 8 they must stay at home
until it has come back.
You must continue to monitor for any symptoms going forward.
As we move into Phase Two of our continuity plan we will be doing our best to
ensure uninterrupted learning. However, if we have teachers with half of their class
isolating and half at school you will see it becomes problematic for them to deliver
both online and face to face teaching. We ask for your understanding in this space.
I do appreciate the immense amount of stress this brings and I do appreciate your
willingness to adapt.

If this causes any concern for you please don’t hesitate to email or talk to me.
Jacqui Luxton

jacquil@stmarys.ac.nz

Cellphones and Smart watches:
At the beginning of each year we ask that parents
who have children that bring cellphones to school
sign an understanding that we will do our utmost
to keep these safe but cannot be responsible for
missing or damaged technology.
Children hand their phones into the classroom
teacher and then delivered to the office for safe
keeping. Children collect them at the end of the
day.
You will appreciate that we are unable to let
children use their phones during the day as
they are distracting and can create
issues around social media. We
also need to ensure they are not
broken or lost.
We provided devices for learning
which limit access to social
media platforms that can
create angst.
We have noticed an increase
in the ownership of smart
watches this year. We will
be treating these in the
same way for the same
reasons.
Please ensure you have
signed and returned the
form asap.
Thankyou for your support with this.

Positive parenting during COVID-19
To support mental health, resilience and emotional wellbeing for
our tamariki and rangatahi, the Ministry of Health has partnered
with Whāraurau to offer parents, whānau and caregivers free
online versions of the Triple P: Positive Parenting Programme
across the country.
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.nz/nz-uken/triple-p/
There are three free Triple P online programmes available to
help positively support children to reduce anxiety, build
emotional resilience and life skills and cope with challenges:





Fear-Less Triple P Online – for parents and caregivers of
children and teenagers (aged six to 14 years) who have
significant anxiety
Triple P Online – for parents with toddlers to 12-year-olds
Teen Triple P Online – for parents with ‘tweens’ or teenagers
aged 10 to 16 years.

These programmes will also provide whānau a toolkit to help
them to guide behaviour positively and encourage children’s
learning.

Who to see…
If you have a query or concern regarding your child please email or
see your child’s Teacher first. If you still require assistance please see
your child's Team Leader as follows:

Junior Team

Dallas Limpus: dallasl@stmarys.ac.nz
Students from the JLC, Room 3 and 4

JLC: dallasl@stmarys.ac.nz
Room 3: amandab@stmarys.ac.nz
Room 4: lewisw@stmarys.ac.nz

Middle Team

Cath Daignault: cathd@stmarys.ac.nz
Students from Rooms 5, 6, 7 and 8

Room 5: heatherl@stmarys.ac.nz
Room 6: theresec@stmarys.ac.nz
Room 7: devonc@stmarys.ac.nz
Room 8: cathd@stmarys.ac.nz

Senior Team

Chris Scudder: chriss@stmarys.ac.nz
Students from Rooms 9, 10 and 11

Room 9: chriss@stmarys.ac.nz
Room 10: sarahp@stmarys.c.nz
Room 11: iank@stmarys.ac.nz
Ivy: ivys@stmarys.ac.nz
DRS: cathd@stmarys.ac.nz
Deputy Principal: katiel@stmarys.ac.nz
Principal: jacquil@stmarys.ac.nz

If you have shifted, had a new phone number,
changed your emergency contacts or changed
work numbers please let us know.

School App
From the Google
Apps / Play Store:
SchoolAppsnz St
Mary’s School

Please use our Absentee option on our School
App when your child is sick. This makes things so
much easier for us here at school. Please give a
detailed reason as this helps us to monitor the
spread of illness and to assign the correct
absence code for the Ministry of Education.

Term Dates - 2022
Term One
Tuesday, 8 February - Thursday 14 April
Waitangi Day Monday, 7 February
Term Two
Monday 2 May - Friday, 8 July
Queens Birthday - Monday, 6 June
Matariki - Friday 24 June
Term Three
Monday, 25 July - Friday, 30 September
Term Four
Monday, 17 October - Thursday 15 December
Labour Day - Monday, 24 October
End of Term 4 Thursday,15 December

We need your help…

We have a lot of bugs floating around
and they are spreading rapidly.
If your child is unwell with coughs, sore throats, vomiting or
has diarrhoea you are required to keep your child at home and
remain at home until

48 hours after

all symptoms have

stopped.
This is vital to contain the spread of bugs.
Please remember to put their absence in the school app.

